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Equation: a balanced state?

by Thomas Cates of THE LAND/an art site. Each artist’s installation is a small 

information and technology, our larger “natural“ environment is inter-related 

digitally simulated waterfall, a built environment that glows in the dark and an 

of New Mexico. Science, technology and the study of climate and land usage 

-

of environmental issues through the arts. Thomas Cates and co-founder Edite 

Equation: a balanced state?

“studio” for the creation of the installations in the gallery; as well as an exhibit 

in Downtown Albuquerque.

Second Site, 

Second Site

SiteWorks

Second Site, but a few are included 

Introduction

Matter of Fact: Walk to Work, the full bus tour 

receding/reseeding 

Second Site in October. Many 

CLUI Display Facility is an off-site exhibit in a trailer 

during Second Site

Coolidge says, “New Mexico vibrates with the resonance between the starry 

All three of these concurrent exhibitions—Equation: a balanced state?, Second 

Site

outdoors, bringing Land Art back into the gallery and sending viewers out into 

the galleries and museums in the evolution of land-based art.

I would like to thank guest curators Kathleen Shields and Thomas Cates and 

Second Site

this adventure.
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2. Matter of Fact: Walk to Work
    Cerrillos to Albuquerque

10. The LAND/gallery      Documentation for Equation: a balanced state? 

11. Tingley Beach       Basia Irland

Equation: a balanced state?
 Second Site

      Directions only available at      Equation: a balanced state?

www.landartnm.org.
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wind, light and darkness, terrestrial forms—brought into the studio. These artists 

THE LAND/gallery in Downtown Albuquerque and a 40-acre, outdoor work 

added to environmental art in New Mexico innovative work by dancers, writers, 

THE LAND/gallery serves as an urban annex to the Mountainair site—a venue 

for exhibiting documentation and other materials related to outdoor work, 

LAND/an art site in Mountainair. 

Thomas Cates

Equation: a balanced state?

Thinking about environmental art means remembering that art is about use 

and invention, and that “environment” begins outside the skin and extends 

among all of these sites, like the multi-venue Equation: a balanced state?

A “movable environment,” but on solid ground, THE LAND’s 40 acres of high-

Urban environments are also “the environment,” and land must be acknowledged 

In our time it has become urgent that more, and more critical, ideas about the 

“environmental art” is honed and elevated with every thoughtful new work 

executed under its rubric. But most serious land-based art urges change, slight 

or grand shifts brought about by ideas. Nearly everyone who has worked with 

THE LAND/an art site has in common a commitment to art that is about ideas—

environmental issues enriched by this radically local art, an art that is derived 

J. A. Lee

Writer/Artist, THE LAND/an art site

Environments in environmental artEquation: a balanced state?
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Katherine E. Bash
Texas / London, England

the imagination. Wind Fugues

-

fugue is very 

fugere in Latin means ‘to flee’ 

and fugare fugaz

The Wind Shirt can then be understood as a second order tool for observation. 

Wind Shirt are the wind and its various strengths, includ-

Wind Shirt as a tool to move into the world between 

Wind Fugue: Observatories 100 miles of numbered Mountain,

Paula Castillo
Córdova, New Mexico

we as humans ever really transcend nature…even in urban areas…even in a 

Equation: a balanced state? Equation: a balanced state?
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Ted Laredo
Albuquerque, New Mexico

David Niec
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

like to be in a room in which all surfaces—floor, walls and ceiling—emit light. 

room has now raised 

more questions for me than it has answered. Ultimately, each individual will 

viewer comes away from it changed and aware of our surroundings in a different 

way.”

I can maintain quality night vision to see the moon in the surrounding sky and 

observation work was done at THE LAND/an art site during the moon cycle of 

activity in the region.”

room, 9th Night, Setting Moon
22nd Night of the Cycle, Rising Moon

Equation: a balanced state? Equation: a balanced state?



16 17

Mayumi Nishida
Lamy, New Mexico

“My installation Introduction to Water

and solar electric elements. It consists of LED lights and viewer interactions with 

system circulates the water using gravity, like a reverse fountain, showing that 

of interaction between light and water through the use of new technology. It 

makes imaginable a new harmony between the beauty of the natural world and 

documented at The LAND/gallery.”

Introduction to Water 

BIOGRAPHIES

Katherine E. Bash is originally from Midland, Texas. She has earned degrees in biology and 

School of Architecture at the University College of London. Originally trained in science, she 

Paula Castillo lives and works in Córdova, New Mexico, a small village in the mountains 

The Arroyo Project

Ted Laredo was born in Laredo, Texas in 1966. He attended the University of Texas at Austin 

Art of 
Albuquerque

New Mexico.

David Niec 

extensively in Chicago and Milwaukee.

Mayumi Nishida

Albuquerque 
Contemporary Exhibition in 2004. Currently, she is a board member for THE LAND/an art site 

Guest Curator

Thomas Cates founded THE LAND/an art site together with Edite Cates in 1998 with the 
mission of engaging and educating the community about conservation through art, by 

  

Equation: a balanced state? Equation: a balanced state?
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SiteWorks

intent to the work. Each artist must work collaboratively, by choice or not, with 

end, become richer for it. And each work generates from a strong sense of 

SiteWorks

environment, of individual to community, of art to the wider world, and of 

Anitya

of time and its natural cycles is embodied.         

Matter of Fact: Walk to Work

The Very Rich Hours in Corrales’ deconsecrated 

farmers, the church embodies the life of this historically agricultural community, 

Lost and Found

agricultural heritage, the land, and its wildlife are continuously threatened by 

interconnection among all these can be lost or forgotten but always found again 

among humans and the natural world.

Each of these SiteWorks

Through these works’ various overlays and intersections of rural and urban, 

natural and built environments, individual and community, direct and indirect 

        

 

Kathleen Shields

SiteWorks
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Anne Cooper
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Bill Gilbert
Cerrillos, New Mexico

 Farmers everywhere in the world are at root the same farmers. 

 Let us say that the key to peace lies close to the earth.

Anitya Walk i-iv, and untitled Anitya

Anitya on view June 

Albuquerque’s North Valley. Anitya

foot grid, the raw clay bowls contain seed balls including wheat, rye, oats, blue 
gramma, side oats gramma, gallenta, little bluestem and other dryland grasses. 
The bowls eventually dissolve, returning to and leaving red stains in the earth. 
A related gallery installation is on view in Second Site 

A gallery installation for Matter of Fact: Walk to Work is on view in Second Site 

 Anitya , Matter of Fact: Walk to Work (detail); 
video, natural materials; 24 x 4 feet

Second Site / SiteWorks Second Site / SiteWorks
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Steve Peters
Seattle, Washington

Jaune Quick-to-See Smith 
& Neal Ambrose-Smith

Corrales, New Mexico

“Sight Specifics: Diablo Canyon

used in my new work, The Very Rich Hours.”

The Very Rich Hours
SiteWorks

sandhill cranes, coyotes, bats, turtles, rabbits and crows have foraged here for 

SiteWorks

animals and humans in a continuum that has lasted for thousands of years.”  

The Lost and Found  

The Very Rich Hours, recording session with poet Lisa Gill, 

Second Site / SiteWorks Second Site / SiteWorks



24 25

CLUI Display Facility
The Center for Land Use Interpretation

Los Angeles, California

Star Axis

 Lightning Field to 

the Very Large Array; from the flooded uranium mines of Ambrosia Lake to the 

Solar collector tower at Sandia; from the test bunkers of Los Alamos to the 

Second Site / The Center for Land Use Interpretation

information about the region, including an exhibit about the New Mexico land-

19 during Second Site.

DIRECTIONS:
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Second Site / El Otro Lado: The Other Side - Albuquerque

El Otro Lado: The Other Side
Albuquerque

Chrissie Orr, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Michelle Otero, Albuquerque, New Mexico

history. The crossing to el otro lado

the mountain terrains to the urban environment. Our interaction with the land 

20 years ago with a resident alien card, three suitcases full of books, clothes 

and a few strange mementos. I became a foreigner by choice. It has been an 

El Otro Lado: The Other 

SIde

 —Chrissie Orr

El Otro Lado: The Other Side

focusing on the themes of migration, 

El Otro Lado: The Other Side - Albuquerque is an 

to agriculture, wilderness, community, the environment and sustainability. 

El Otro Lado

storytelling - call 505-515-0032.
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Patrick Dougherty
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Nina Dubois & Jeanette Hart-Mann
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

I arrived at the Bosque School in Albuquerque for a site visit, I was thrilled to 

serves as an excellent outdoor classroom. Not only will the students at the school 

natural world only a few hundred yards away. I look forward to working with 

Second Site

Land Arts of the American West

dynamics that animate living systems and the cultural constructs that inform 

the built environment and how it mediates between the human and non-human 

 —Nina Dubois

Culture digest(e)

Dispersal/
Return: Land Arts of the American West: 2000-2006.
featured in Second Site and in UNM Art Museum. Additional artists featured 

Second Site 

Untitled,  Déchets digest(e)sJust for Looks

Second Site 



Nan Masland Erickson
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Benjamin Forgey
Albuquerque, New Mexico

“Vegetable gardens grown in cars or Cardens are ambassadors of food security 

Cardens

Second Site features a Carden model and documentation. Carden is installed 
on the grounds of the Harwood Art Center for one growing season. Additional 

ambition than the monuments that survive from earlier eras, or even the more 

Arboreal Dome

the Bosque environment, storytelling, Tai Chi or other human uses. Additional 

Second Site 

Arboreal DomeCardens

Second Site 



Basia Irland
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Marc Schmitz
Berlin, Germany

stream. The seeds are released as the ice melts in the current. receding/reseeding  

with stream ecologists, biologists and botanists to ascertain the best seeds for 

Second Site

receding/reseeding was 

Spaces for Open Minds

visitors.”

Spaces for Open Minds

Sierpinski Gasket at the Albuquerque Museum and Stuart 
 Portable Grove 

505-766-9888, www.levygallery.com

Second Site 

Spaces for Open Minds

Second Site 



Robert Wilson
Corrales, New Mexico

FLYWAY
Public art commission proposal by Robert Wilson

is made from a segment of fallen cottonwood trunk, resurrected and surrounded 

by rectangular blocks made from coiled lengths of heavy-guage wire, reclaimed 

the center of our city.” 
 

Second Site Second Site 



of The Lightning Field

Second Site:

The Center for Land Use Interpretation 

Patrick Dougherty

MapleBodyWrap, was included in the North Carolina Biennial 

Waiting It Out In Maple at the Southeastern Center 

by the truckloads. During the last two decades, he has built over 150 works throughout the 

Nina Dubois Land Arts of the American West

understanding of the land. She is interested in the dynamics that animate living systems and 

dynamics of food, waste and energy systems. 

Nan Masland Erickson

Benjamin Eric Forgey

state’s remote outback of deserts and waters. He has since created and shown his work across 

Jeanette Hart-Mann is 

BIOGRAPHIES

SiteWorks:

Anne Cooper 

 

Bill GIlbert 

Land Arts of the American West

Mata Ortiz 
Today  

Steve Peters 

Jaune Quick-to-See Smith 

the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Indian Nation. She holds four honorary doctorates 

Mass College of Art and the University of New Mexico. Her work is in collections of many 

Neal Ambrose-Smith, who received a B.A. degree from the University of Northern Colorado in 

His work is in numerous collections including Beach Museum in Kansas, Missoula Art Museum 

Idaho.

Guest Curator

Kathleen Shields, guest curator of SiteWorks
Artspace Magazine 

from 1982-86, wrote for Art in America from 1988-1992, and has contributed essays to 

Second Site Second Site



Land Arts of the 
American West 

Basia Irland Water Library 

has exhibited and lectured extensively around the world.

Chrissie Orr 

the U.S. Congress and N.E.A. and she has been nominated for numerous awards for her work 
with youth. She has lectured internationally, including on the Bridge Project that addressed 

Michelle Otero 
she taught Writing to Heal
sexual assault. Malinche’s Daughter,

Las Meganenas

.

Marc Schmitz, 

Hanover, Munich/Berlin, Art Academy in Munich and Media Academy in Berlin. Concurrent 
Air Cube+ a global perspective

he has work in Border - The Mobile Spaces in Berlin and Spaces N° 5 at the National Academy 
Spaces For Open Minds

Robert Wilson

art and design as an undergraduate at Stanford and medical school at UNM. Wilson has 

Second Site
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